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Dual-Purpose Outdoor Bench

By Kreg Tool

Difficulty
Easy

This handsome bench is ready to take on multiple duties. It's rugged enough to serve as a great potting bench. It's also
handsome enough to be a great serving bench on your deck or patio. However you use it, you'll get great looks, a big
benchtop surface, and lots of storage space on shelves—all in a super-strong design that will last for years and look great,

even in the elements outdoors.

25 3/4" /
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Tools

Kreg Tools

0’§ Kreg® Pocket-Hole Jig XL
v

/ 21/2" XL Pocket-Hole Screws - 125 ct.

"_’ Blue-Kote™ Pocket-Hole Screws

A\ 90° Pocket-Hole Driver

l I =1 Kreg® Pocket-Hole Jig 520PRO

sl
My

Multi-Mark™

£~ o— Wood Project Clamp - 6"

£ o— Wood Project Clamp - 6"

Other Tools
Miter Saw
Jigsaw
Sander

Tape Measure

Materials

Wood Products
3 Cedar Board, 4x4 X 96"
5 Cedar Board, 2x4 X 96"

7 Cedar Decking, 5/4x6 X 96"

Hardware & Supplies

84 21/2" Kreg XL Pocket-Hole Screws

16 4" Kreg XL Pocket-Hole Screws

141 11/2" Kreg Blue-Kote™ Pocket-Hole Screws
1 Exterior Wood Glue

1 Gray Semi-Transparent Deck Stain

1 Natural Cedar Transparent Deck Stain

Page 2 of 14

direg


https://www.kregtool.com/shop/pocket-hole-joinery/pocket-hole-jigs/kreg-pocket-hole-jig-xl/KPHJ920.html
https://www.kregtool.com/shop/pocket-hole-joinery/pocket-hole-screws-plugs/2-12%E2%80%9D-xl-pocket-hole-screws---125-ct./SML-C2X250-125.html
https://www.kregtool.com/shop/pocket-hole-joinery/pocket-hole-screws-plugs/blue-kote-pocket-hole-screws/SML-C150B-100.html
https://www.kregtool.com/shop/pocket-hole-joinery/general-joining/90%C2%B0-pocket-hole-driver/KDRV-90DG.html
https://www.kregtool.com/shop/pocket-hole-joinery/pocket-hole-jigs/kreg-pocket-hole-jig-520pro/KPHJ520PRO.html
https://www.kregtool.com/shop/cabinet-solutions/measuring/multi-mark/KMA2900.html
https://www.kregtool.com/shop/clamping/clamps/wood-project-clamp---6/KHC6.html
https://www.kregtool.com/shop/clamping/clamps/wood-project-clamp---6/KHC6.html

Cut List & Parts

2 Frontleg,31/2"X31/2"X341/2"

2 Rearleg,31/2"X31/2"X 60"

2 Upper End Rail ,31/2" X31/2" X 18 3/4"
2 Lower End Rail ,37/2"X31/2" X 18 3/4"
2 Top Rail,11/2" X 31/2" X 39"

1 Top Support,11/2" X31/2" X 221/4"

2 Lower Shelf Rail ,11/2" X 31/2" X 18 3/4"
Lower Upright , 11/2" X 31/2" X 11"

8 Shelf Board, 1" X 51/4" X 39"

Shelf Back,11/2" X 31/2" X 39"

Top Board , 1" X 51/4" X 47 1/2"

1 RearTop Board, 1" X51/4" X 47 1/2"

2  Upper Upright,11/2" X 31/2" X 22"

Upper Shelf Rail ,11/2" X 31/2" X 8 5/8"

2x4 x 96" — Top Support

Lower Upright _—— Lower Upright

| I ||
31 ,z-ih—zz 14" —»la—11"—>la— 11" 11" —11"—>

2x4 x 96" y— Shelf Back S Lower Shelf Rail Lower Shelf Rail
3 112‘?‘ 39" »le—18 3/4"—»le—18 3/4"—» .
2x4 x 96" ,— Shelf Back J Upper Upright ' Upper Upright

|
3 1:2'?4

39— e 22" 22" p|at— 11"

|2x4 x 96" ' Shelf Back J Shelf Back ‘/I—',— UpTer Shelf Rail
3 1,2!?.4 39" -t 39" - »|t— —p/la«—»—8 5/8"

|2x4 X 96" ,— Top Rail | Top Rail | 17— Up||3er Shelf Rail
3 ‘”2'?.4 39" >/ 39"—»“-1— —P-“<—PI—3 5/18"

2x4 x 96" — Upper End Rail

Upper End Rail Lower End Rail ' Lower End Rail

31 ,z.ih—w 3/4"—»le—18 3/4"—»la—18 3/4"—»la—18 3/4"—»!

4x4 x 96" ,— Front Leg y— RearlLeg
| || |
3 1;2-{24734 1/2" > 60" >
4x4 x 96" ,— Front Leg . Rear Leg
a || J
32 342" >l 60" >
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5/4x6 x 96" Decking /— Rear Top Board
i
Y J ‘—\
51/4" 47 1/2" >
5/4x6 x 96" Decking ,— Shelf Board ,— Shelf Board
i
y
51/4" g 39"
5/4x6 x 96" Decking /T Shelf Board /S Shelf Board
A
Y
51/4" [ 39" > 39" -
5/4x6 x 96" Decking /S Shelf Board = Shelf Board
i
y
51/4" = 39" — 39" >
X 5/4x6 x 96" Decking e Shelf Board J Shelf Board
Y
5 1/4" [ 39" - 39" >
5/4x6 x 96" Decking ,— Top Board ,— Top Board
i
y
514 A7 172" > 47 172" >
5/4x6 x 96" Decking /— Top Board J Top Board
A
51/4" l<— 4712 e——————————a772" >
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Directions

Make the Legs

1 Start by cutting two Front Legs and two Rear Legs to length from 4x4 cedar boards, as shown in the cutting diagram. For a
decorative touch, you can add the small chamfer detail to the upper end or the rear legs, lie we did. Just mark the cut, set

your miter saw to 45° and then trim off that one corner. When done, sand these Legs smooth.

/ Front Leg - make two

31/2"
v
!-‘- 34 1/2" >
/S~ Rear Leg - make two 3;4"_|_
) 1
312" 3/4"
|
» 60" >
Make the End Rails
2 Cut four End Rails to length from a cedar 4x4, as shown in the cutting diagram. Now you can set up your Pocket-Hole Jig XL
to drill pocket holes at the ends. Set the jig sliders and the stop collar on the bit to the 31/2" setting. Clamp the jig to an end
so it's roughly centered, and then drill the two holes. Then repeat this process at each end of all four parts.
Now you can set two of the rails aside. They'll be the Lower End Rails. In the other two, which will be the Upper End Rails,
you need to drill standard-size pocket holes along one edge that will be used to hold the bench top in place later. Set your
standard Kreg Pocket-Hole Jig and drill bit for 3/4"-thick material, and then drill pocket holes, where shown, along one edge
of each Upper End Rail. Then you can sand the Upper and Lower End Rails smooth.
i Standard-size
XL-size . B
pocket holes Upper End Rail - make two pocket holes
(Bottom View) (Side View)
C}:ZD >
312"
¢ > >
!= 18 3/4" »! . A -—4"—>|
-——9 38—

/— Lower End Rail - make two XL-size

pocket holes
>

—~

[
312"
>

-

A

A

18 3/4"
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Assemble the bench ends

Next, create a pair of end assemblies by joining the End Rails to the Legs, as shown. Make sure that you have the Upper End
rails at the top, and that they are positioned correctly top create two mirror-image assemblies that have the pocket-holes
along the edges of the Upper End Rails oriented toward the inside of the bench. Spread exterior glue on the ends of the

Rails, clamp them in position between the Legs, and then attach the Rails to the Legs using 4"-long Kreg XL Pocket-Hole

Screws.

251/2"

Upper End Rail

25 1/2"

Front Leg Rear Leg

Upper End Rail

23 1/2"

23 172" Front Leg

Rear Leg

Lower
End Rail

Lower
End Rail

4"‘

Make the Lower Shelf Rails and Uprights
Cut two Lower Shelf Rails and four Lower Uprights to length from 2x4 boards, as shown in the cutting diagram. Then you
can drill pocket holes in the ends of all of these parts. Use the XL Pocket-Hole Jig, once again, but be sure to first set the jig

sliders and the drill bit to the 11/2" settings to match the 2x4 thickness. After drilling the holes, sand these parts smooth.

Lower Upright
/ - make four

31/2" —— XL-size
ocket holes
l > > P

/7 Lower Shelf Rail - make two

> )
31/2" —— XL-size

pocket holes
i

- 18 3/4" .
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Attach the Lower Shelf Rails and Uprights
Attach the Lower Shelf Rails between the Legs, as shown. An easy way to ensure they are centered is to use the Uprights as
spacers. Spread glue on the ends of the Each Lower Shelf Rail, and then attach it to the legs using 2 1/2"-long XL Pocket-Hole

Screws. Then you glue and screw the Lower Uprights in place using 2 1/2"-long XL Pocket-Hole Screws, as well.

Because these pieces are short, you won't be able to get the standard XL Driver Bit and a drill in place. You'll need a right-

angle attachment, like the Kreg 90° Pocket-Hole Driver, for your drill as well as a short 3"-long #3 square-drive bit, which you

can pick up in any hardware store.

Lower Upright

Repeat assembly
to install left-side

Lower Shelf Rail
rails and uprights
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Make the Top Rails and Top Support

6 Cut two Top Rails and a Top Support to length from 2x4 boards, as shown in the cutting diagram. Then you can drill pocket
holes in the ends of all three. Use the XL Pocket-Hole Jig, once again, but be sure to first set the jig sliders and the drill bit to
the 11/2" settings to match the 2x4 thickness. After you drill those holes, you'll want to drill standard pocket holes along one
edge of each piece, as shown. Once again, these pocket holes will allow you to secure the bench top later. You won't need to
change the setup on your standard pocket-hole jig. It should still be set for 3/4" thickness from Step 2. Drill these pocket

holes where shown, and then sand the Top Rails and Top Support smooth.

11 18" >
6" ' . 6!! .
T — [
31/2"
l —_— >
N Top Support
- 221/4" >
- 16" > - 16" >
- 10" > P I— | 1 B
‘-_4u_> 4"
P — —
31/2" O 0 0 O O — XL-size
L > < > pocket
holes
\— Top Rail - make two Standard-sizepocket holes
= 39!! -r__
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Attach the Top Rails and Top Support

Now you can attach the Top Rails and Top supports to the end assemblies. Start with the Top Support that goes between
the Rear Legs. It should align with the Upper End Rails and be flush with the rear face of the Legs, as shown. Make sure the
pocket holes along the edge are pointing upward, and then use glue and 2 1/2"-long XL Pocket-Hole Screws to hold attach

this Top Rail. You can use the Top Support to help position the Top Rail between the Front Legs. Again, double check its

orientation before you glue and screw it in place. Finally, attach the Top Support.

If you want to give your bench the two-tone look like we did. This is a good time to stain the bench base. We used a semi-

transparent gray deck stain. If you plan to have your bench all one color, you can wait until it's completely assembled.

Top Rail

Flush with back

Inset 1/2"
face of rear leg i/

Top Rail

Rear Leg

Front
Leg
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Make the Shelves

Next, make the Shelves. There are four total, and they're all identical. So, cut eight Shelf Boards to length from 5/4x6 cedar
boards, as shown in the cutting diagram. Now you can drill pocket holes, as shown, using your standard Kreg Pocket-Hole
Jig. Make sure the jig and drill bit are still set for 3/4" material. Now cut four Shelf Backs to length from 2x4 boards. Then drill

XL pocket holes in the ends using the XL Pocket-Hole Jig. Sand these, as well.

XL-size
/— Shelf Back - make four pocket holes
> é
312"
i > <>
- 39" =I
- 19 1/2"
- 14" > - 14" >
- 8Il . : 8“ :
21/2" F21/2"
— J J J | | =
51/4"
l Standard-size pocket holes
\— Shelf Board - make eight
- 39" >

Assemble the Shelves
If you want to give your bench the two-tone look like we did, you'll want to stain the shelf backs and apply clear finish to the

Shelf Boards before assembly. For the shelf boards, we used a semitransparent deck stain in a “natural cedar” color. Then

you can assemble the shelves, as shown, using glue and 11/2" Kreg Blue-Kote™ Pocket-Hole Screws.

Repeat assembly to
make three more shelves

Shelf Board
Shelf Board

Shelf Back

Shown
upside
down
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Attach the Lower Shelves

10

The lower shelves can go in next. They get mounted flush with the upper face of the Lower Shelf Rail and aligned with the
back face of the Lower Uprights, as shown. Use glue and 11/2" Blue-Kote™ Pocket-Hole Screws to attach the shelves to the

Lower Shelf Rails. Then attach the Shelf Backs to the Rear Legs using 2 1/2"-long XL Pocket-Hole Screws.

= v 0 S
= /z
‘:L =
ﬂ Shelf assembly
I Also attach
Shelf Back = : Rear Leg

to Rear Legs

Lower End Rail

Shelf assembly

Make the Top Boards

Cut five boards to length from 1x6 cedar to make the top. In one of the five, cut notches at the ends, as shown. Just mark

1

each notch, and then cut them using a jig saw. In the other four boards, drill standard pocket-holes, as shown.

/— Rear Top Board a4 1/4"—»
T 312"

51/4" ‘

L 47 1/2" >

- 20 1/2" > - 20 1/2" >

- 141/4" > - 14 1/4" >

"—8"—>' 8“
134" —=<—> ___.;' 1 3/4"
51/4"

o Top Board - make four
- 47 172" >

Page 11 of 14



direg

Assemble the Top

12

Lay out the top boards, and then join them together using glue and 11/2" Blue-Kote™ Pocket-Hole Screws. Once the glue

dries, sand the upper face of the bench top smooth. Then apply natural cedar deck stain to the top.

Top Board
Rear Top Board

Top
Board

Top Board
Top Board

Attach the Top

13

Now you can attach the top to the bench base. In this case, don’t use glue. Just position the top so the notches fit around

the Rear Legs, then make sure that it overhangs equally across the front of the bench. Now attach the top from underneath

using 11/4" Blue-Kote™ Pocket-Hole Screws in the Top Rails, Top Support, and the Upper End Rails.

Top assembly
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Make Upper Uprights and Shelf Supports
14 Cut Four Upper Shelf Supports to length from a 2x4, as shown in the cutting diagram. Then drill XL pocket holes in the ends,

as shown. Now cut two Upper Uprights to length, and then cut the decorative 45° notch on one end. Next, drill a pair of

standard pocket holes where show in one end of each Upper Upright. After that, you can sand and stain these pieces.

Upper Shelf Rail
/ - make four

T s ———
—

312" ~~— XL-size

l <) pocket holes
!4 8 5/8" "—‘!
Standard-size Upper Upright - make two
pocket holes (back view)
31/2"
=
I= 22" '—‘I
(side view) 318" — |318"
_1

Install the Uprights and Supports
15 Once the stain dries, you can glue and screw the Upper Shelf Supports and the Upper Uprights in place, as shown. For the

Shelf Supports, you'll once again need the Kreg 90° Pocket-Hole Driver and 3-long #3 bit to drive the 2 1/2"-long XL Pocket-
Hole Screws. To attach the Uprights to the top, use the 90° Driver with its standard bit, and 11/2" Blue-Kote™ Pocket-Hole

Screws.

Upper Shelf Rail Rear Leg

Upper Upright

Upper Shelf Rail
91/2"

Upper Upright \

Rear Leg
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Install the Upper Shelves
16 All that's left to do now is install the upper shelf assemblies. If you stained one Shelf Back to match the bench base, the shelf

with that back should go in the upper position. Now, your bench is ready to use, whether you're potting plants or serving

food.
Also attach
/ Shelf Back
y to Rear Legs Upper Shelf assembly
2 =3
q
= 0 ] 0 [ =
Shelf assembly
| — Upper
DE Shelf
Rail

Featured Products

Wood Project Clamp - 3"

Crosscut Station

$49.99 $39.99
.~
( ( y
aW;
Right Angle Clamp Foreman Pocket-Hole Machine
$44.99 $29999 $349.99
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https://www.kregtool.com/shop/cutting/circular-saw-cutting/crosscut-station/KMA4100.html
https://www.kregtool.com/shop/cutting/circular-saw-cutting/crosscut-station/KMA4100.html
https://www.kregtool.com/shop/cutting/circular-saw-cutting/crosscut-station/KMA4100.html
https://www.kregtool.com/shop/pocket-hole-joinery/pocket-hole-jigs/kreg-pocket-hole-jig-720pro/KPHJ720PRO.html
https://www.kregtool.com/shop/pocket-hole-joinery/pocket-hole-jigs/kreg-pocket-hole-jig-720pro/KPHJ720PRO.html
https://www.kregtool.com/shop/pocket-hole-joinery/pocket-hole-jigs/kreg-pocket-hole-jig-720pro/KPHJ720PRO.html
https://www.kregtool.com/shop/clamping/clamps/wood-project-clamp---3/KHC3.html
https://www.kregtool.com/shop/clamping/clamps/wood-project-clamp---3/KHC3.html
https://www.kregtool.com/shop/clamping/clamps/wood-project-clamp---3/KHC3.html
https://www.kregtool.com/shop/clamping/clamps/right-angle-clamp/KHCRA.html
https://www.kregtool.com/shop/clamping/clamps/right-angle-clamp/KHCRA.html
https://www.kregtool.com/shop/clamping/clamps/right-angle-clamp/KHCRA.html
https://www.kregtool.com/shop/pocket-hole-joinery/pocket-hole-jigs/foreman-pocket-hole-machine/DB210.html
https://www.kregtool.com/shop/pocket-hole-joinery/pocket-hole-jigs/foreman-pocket-hole-machine/DB210.html
https://www.kregtool.com/shop/pocket-hole-joinery/pocket-hole-jigs/foreman-pocket-hole-machine/DB210.html
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